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better than Cudworth, in reducing Moral perceptions to In-
tellectual Assent. It is impossible to discuss such a question
with advantage, unless we are agreed at the outset upon the
characteristic contents, and hence the intended boundary,
of the term e Intellect' or ' Reason;' and this condition is
unfortunately not secured by any definition: it is therefore
very possible that, where the author fails to convince his
reader, it may simply be that the one gives a larger, the
other a narrower range to this central conception. In one
sense, every experience of our nature might be pronounced
intellectual; inasmuch as it is accompanied by self-con-
sciousness and implicit or explicit judgments which are
competent to intelligence alone; passion and emotion them-
selves are, in us, not without thought, and may be always
treated as thought in a glow. The personal activity is indeed
an undivided living unity, issuing from an abiding centre in
varying directions, and not a federation of faculties occa-
sionally meeting, but for the most part busy with separate
enterprises on their own account. Nothing is more decep-
tive than psychological classification, when the categories
it sets up are treated as component factors of a manifold
structure, instead of heads of similarity among the expres-
sions of one nature; and when the claim of a phenomenon
to be referred to one rather than to another is turned into a
quarrel between entities, instead of being tested by the exi-
gencies of arrangement. To guard m the present instance
against illusion from this cause, let us say that by Reason
we mean that action of the mind whereby we discriminate
between true and false predication, and apprehend some
things in the kinds, groups, and sequence to which they
really belong. I say ' some' things, because, wherever this
is done at all, the act is rational, and the function vindicates
the presence of reason, though there should be other things
as yet unapprehended in these tespects, and other relations
than these, for the apprehension of which a different type of
activity is required. No phenomena can be properly claimed
for the Reason, which cannot be brought under its essence